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Literacy at Strathaird Primary School

Strengthening early literacy through phonics
Over the past year, there has been significant discussion from both the 
government and the media regarding the importance of phonics in early literacy 
development. Long before these recent mandates, Strathaird Primary School 
had already recognised the value of phonics, having implemented a systematic 
synthetic phonics program with our Prep and Year 1 students to support their 
learning.
To further strengthen this foundation, and to meet the updated government 
guidelines, we have continued to refine our approach. This year has included 
changes to our Literacy Program to ensure all Prep to Year 2 students have a 
daily dedicated phonics session, as well as making significant investments in 
decodable texts, supporting resources, and ongoing teacher professional 
development.
Our teachers are committed to delivering instruction that is clear, direct, and 
purposeful. Through our phonics approach new sounds and spellings are 
taught. Skills are introduced in small, manageable steps and presented in a 
highly structured sequence, ensuring that each component builds upon the last, 
allowing students to make meaningful connections in their learning.
Every morning, students engage in revising learnt skills, explicitly learning news 
sounds, decoding (reading) and encoding (spelling), ensuring each student has 
ongoing practice and immediate feedback from their teachers. They also have 
the daily opportunity through phonics to continue to develop their fluency, 
vocabulary and comprehension. This consistency across all junior classrooms 
reinforces understanding and builds student confidence, allowing students to 
feel instant success.
As part of this commitment, our Prep to Year 2 students also bring home weekly 
take-home books. These decodable readers are carefully aligned with the 
phonics skills being taught in class, helping to consolidate learning and develop 
independent reading skills.
We are so proud of our teachers and students for taking on our changes and 
showing wonderful progress this year.  We really appreciate the continued 
support of parents at home as we work to build a strong and lasting foundation 
in literacy for every student at Strathaird Primary School.
A big thank you to Literacy Leader, Annabelle Ericksen, and all the Prep, Year 1 
and Year 2 teachers for the way they have embraced the changes and worked 
so hard every day to improve our students learning.

The importance of also maintaining a broad explicit approach to reading
Research and experience shows that children learn best when teachers adopt 
an explicit approach to reading, one that systematically teaches the six essential 
components of literacy: Oral Language, Phonemic Awareness, Phonics, 
Fluency, Vocabulary, and Comprehension. In light of this research, in addition to 
phonics, we also continue to implement a strong wider reading program at all 
levels where students are exposed to reading a range of books, other than 
decodable texts, to broaden their understandings of our world, to build their 
vocabulary, to develop deep language and comprehension skills and very 
importantly, to cultivate a lifelong love of reading. This reading occurs using 
approaches such as shared and modelled reading, guided reading and 
independent reading experiences. We know that decodable books are excellent 
and necessary for practicing phonics, but also reading and understanding 
content rich, diverse literature is crucial for overall literacy and personal 
development of our students. 



TRANSITION PROGRAM FOR 2026 PREPS

Our Transition Program has started today from 9.30—10.30 a.m.

It was fantastic to welcome our 2026 Preps to our classrooms and it was wonderful to see many 
new families to Strathaird.

The program continues each Wednesday at 9.30 on 22 October, 29th November and 5th 
December. All students attend all sessions. There are parents sessions as well. Details are 
available at the Office if you don’t already have them.

Statewide Orientation Day is Tuesday 9th December and all 2026 Preps will attend school on that 
morning, commencing at 9.15 a.m.

Any current families who have children starting Prep next year, can you please ensure you have 
completed the enrolment process at the Office and that your child attends the Transition 
program.  

Students attending other PRIMARY schools in 2026

At the start of each year, sadly, some of our current students, for various reasons, move house or 
move to different schools. Please let us know if your family may/will be leaving our school for 
2026. This is very useful information that assists us in planning for the coming year. If you think 
you may be in this situation, please let us know asap. Remember, if you change your mind and 
stay, that’s no problem, there is always the option to stay.

CLASSES FOR 2026
Each year in Term 4, the teachers organise students into their future class groupings for 
the next school year. Over the years, we have had requests from parents that their child 
not be placed with specific people.

Given strong and valid reasons, we can sometimes take these requests into 
consideration, not always. Information that we receive this year will be considered, we 
cannot guarantee that requests made in previous years can be applied.

Teachers will start to organise grades from November.

Students will not know their class teacher or peers until the final week of school.

Once grades have been set they are not to be changed.

All requests from parents must be emailed to the Principal before Friday 31st of 
October.
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Don't forget your Hat
From Friday the 1st of September don't 

forget to wear your hat every day.
We are a sunsmart School.
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Term 4  2025 

D
EC

EM
B

ER

JA
N

FEB
R

U
A

RY

M
A

R
C

H

A
PR

M
AY

JU
N

E

JU
LY

A
U

G
U

ST

SEPTEM
B

ER

13th 14th
2nd Hand Uniform 
Stall

15th
Prep Transition Day

16th
Prep Myuna Farm 
Excursion

17th
JNR Assembly
Gr 6 Photos

20th 21st 22nd
Prep Transition Day
Regional Athletics

23rd
Bookclub Due today

24th
SNR Assembly
$ Due Gr 2 Bike 
Safety
$ Due Gr 5 Puffing 
Billy Excursion

27th 28th
School Council 
6.30pm

29th
Prep Transition Day

30th 31st
JNR Assembly
Gr 2 Bike safety 
excursion 2C & 2D

3rd 4th
Melbourne Cup 

Public Holiday - No 
School

5th
Prep Transition Day

6th
Gr 5 Puffing Billy 
Excursion

7th
SNR Assembly
Gr 2 Bike safety 
excursion 2A & 2B

10th 11th 12th 13th 14th
JNR Assembly

17th 18th 19th 20th 21st
SNR Assembly
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Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday



Term 3



Term 3
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Student Attendance
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Being On time to school really does matter
If your child is late everyday… Learning time lost approximately…

5 Minutes 3 Days from school

10 minutes 5 Days from school

15 Minutes 8 Days from school



Term 3 brought excitement for all of Strathaird’s chess enthusiasts with our annual 
Chess Tournament! This year, 64 of our most passionate young players competed, 
showcasing their skills and strategic thinking over several weeks.

As the tournament progressed, the competition grew fiercer, with intense matches 
narrowing the field down to the final players in the last weeks of Term 3. The 
semi-finals were especially thrilling, keeping everyone on the edge of their seats as 
the finalists were decided.

In the grand final, Patrick from 6D faced off against his best friend James from 6A. 
Patrick triumphed, improving on his 2nd place finish last year to become the 2025 
Chess Champion!

Congratulations to Patrick and all the students who participated this year. We look 
forward to seeing everyone back next year for another exciting tournament.

For those eager to keep their chess skills sharp, our Thursday recess chess club is 
open to all students 3- 6  this term—come along and join the fun!

2025 Chess Tournament



Athletics Success 
DIVISIONAL ATHLETICS COMPETITION

Last term 50 of our students represented Strathaird Primary School at the District Athletics Interschool 
competition. We competed against 7 other schools at Casey Fields Athletics Track. We had many 
students from SPS  achieve fantastic results, achieving many 1st, 2nd and 3rd ribbons across a variety 
of events.Those that didn’t get a ribbon competed to the best of their ability showing pride and 
dedication towards achieving their best. Overall we had 19 students place 1st and 2nd which advanced 
them to the next Divisional level.  As a school we were also very successful placing 2ND overall. 
The points are calculated on the placings of all our students. It has been a few years since we 
have achieved such a high placing so we were very proud to receive the second pennant flag 
for our gym wall.   

200m 

Discus and 
Shot Put 

Relay under 11

Relay under 11

Triple Jump

Hurdles & 200mTriple Jump  
Shot put & discus 

200m 
200m & Discus 



Athletics Success cont…….
DIVISIONAL ATHLETICS COMPETITION

Last Wednesday 19 students attended the Casey Fields Athletics track and competed 
at the Divisional level in their Athletics event. The competition gets stronger each level 
with this competition being for the children who placed 1st or second across 8 districts. 
Once again our students competed with pride and dedication to achieve their best.  We 
had 5 children advance to the Regional finals which are held next Wednesday at Casey 
Fields and we wish these children the best of luck. 

Ali won his shot put in the Under 12 age group.  

Ashlea, A’Vah-Leigh,Peyton and Charlene competed in the Under 11 4* 100m relay and 
placed 2nd.   

We look forward to hearing and celebrating their achievements in our next newsletter 
and at our senior assembly in a few weeks after they have competed.      
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2026 Prep Enrolment



Grade 3

This term in Inquiry, Grade 3 students are exploring the question: 

"What can we do to keep our bodies healthy?"
 

They are investigating…

● Different strategies and choices that support both their own health 
and the wellbeing of others.

● Physical activity and movement play a vital role in maintaining a 
healthy body throughout our lives.

● Healthy eating habits, including selecting and preparing nutritious foods, 
help to sustain our bodies.

● Critical literacy skills enable students to better understand and evaluate 
health messages and promotions they encounter.



To begin their learning journey, students 
‘tuned in’ by exploring the concept of 

movement and how it relates to health. They 
participated in various outdoor games and 

activities that encouraged physical 
movement and positive peer interaction.



https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1LVWZ9U
hwh/?mibextid=wwXIfr

Litter continues to be 
a huge issue for our 
wildlife. Click on the 
link below to read 
about how loopy litter 
is affecting 
Melbourne’s platypus 
and what you can do 
to help. 

Strathaird Primary is a rubbish free 
school and therefore we encourage 
rubbish free lunches. Packing a 
rubbish free lunch does take a bit 
more time, but they are healthier for 
the students and the environment. 
They are cheaper too!

                  Rubbish Free Lunch Ideas

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshare%2Fp%2F1LVWZ9Uhwh%2F%3Fmibextid%3DwwXIfr&data=05%7C02%7CClaire.Burns%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cba94ba3bb14148449f7108ddf8b03037%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638940157782831980%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Fbj4bLLMN9izPtwbAJqNwkd5g0YeDxpxf4T1kP9c9IY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshare%2Fp%2F1LVWZ9Uhwh%2F%3Fmibextid%3DwwXIfr&data=05%7C02%7CClaire.Burns%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cba94ba3bb14148449f7108ddf8b03037%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638940157782831980%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Fbj4bLLMN9izPtwbAJqNwkd5g0YeDxpxf4T1kP9c9IY%3D&reserved=0


Bottle Cap recycling

Thanks to those who continue to drop of bottle caps to the office or 
Cubby for recycling. Just a reminder that bottle caps need to be 
clean and dry.
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A message from 
the Green Team to 
help you 
SAVE WATER at 
home, school and 
when out and 
about. 



Sentral for Parents App
The Sentral for Parents app allows families to:

▪ view academic reports

▪ explain past and upcoming student absences

▪ view calendar events

▪ book parent/teacher interviews

▪ receive sick bay notifications

▪ view school newsletters

as well as receive real-time notifications and messages from the 
school

 

Instructions for accessing the Sentral for Parent App

1. Download the 'Sentral for Parents' app. Depending on your device, 
visit either the Apple App Store, or the Google Play Store.

2. Search for Strathaird Primary School. Tap Next.

3. Sign in using your Sentral username (your registered email address) 
and password (that you created when Registering). Tap Log In.

4. You are now ready to start using the app. 

 If you have never registered on Sentral:

1.Click register here to register a new account. It will ask you to create 
a user name and password. Enter your email address as your 
username and create your own password. You will receive a 
verification email which MUST be verified in order to continue.

2. Once verified, log back into the app and use the access key 
provided by the school to link to your child’s details. The access key 
will be created for you once your child is attending.

 For a quick overview on how to access the Parent Portal, please 
watch this short video. 
https://vimeo.com/sentraleducation/review/431752138/968dcb15a8

 If you have questions about using the app, or need some extra help 
then please browse the list of FAQs at 
https://info.sentral.com.au/new-app-getting-started or contact us for 
assistance.            
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https://vimeo.com/sentraleducation/review/431752138/968dcb15a8
https://info.sentral.com.au/new-app-getting-started
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Important Parent Resources
Attendance

Please ensure your children are at school 
on time. Students should be at their class 
by 8.50am ready to begin class by 9am.

If your child is absent, please notify the 
school through the Parent Portal on 

Sentral or call the admin on 9705 3800.
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Our Vision Statement and Mission

VISION STATEMENT AND MISSION

To empower students to strive for personal achievement, embrace challenges and develop 
the skills and values that enable them to become lifelong learners and engaged responsible 
citizens in an ever changing global society.
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