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Principal Page
WELCOME BACK  
Welcome back to the new school year, we hope you enjoyed a relaxing 
holiday break. It has been great to welcome back our Years 1-6 students 
on Tuesday last week and our new Prep students on Monday of this week.  
It is always a pleasure to see our students coming into school smiling and 
looking happy and excited. We are very much looking forward to a happy, 
learning filled year. We extend a warm welcome to students and families 
new to Strathaird, we hope you will be very happy being part of our 
wonderful school community.  😊

We are particularly excited to welcome adorable triplets – Aurora, Ellexia and Sophia - to our 
school this year. In the 19 years the school has been open, we have never had triplets.

NAPLAN 2023 RESULTS             
In December the NAPLAN 
results for 2023 were 
published. The Australian 
Curriculum, Assessment and 
Reporting Authority (ACARA) 
publishes the best performing 
schools throughout Australia, 
taking into account 
socio-educational advantage, 
to give a more accurate picture 
of student performance. 
ACARA looked at which 
schools have continually 
achieved high NAPLAN 
results from 2021 to 2023, 
compared to others of similar 
backgrounds.

Strathaird Primary School was ranked number 11 in Victoria, after being ranked number 12 in 2022. To be in 
the top 20 in Victoria is amazing.  These results show that we make a very significant difference to students learning. 
This is a wonderful achievement and it doesn’t happen by accident. It is due to the efforts of : our teachers, support 
staff and school leadership who work so hard each and every day to obtain the best outcomes we can for all of our 
students; our students who do their best to come to school each and every day ready to do well, to learn, to achieve and 
to grow; and parents who want the best for their children and do everything they can to support their learning and 
wellbeing every day. 

These results are not just due to the lead up to NAPLAN testing; every day, every week, every year is important and 
has a cumulative effect on student achievement.

The whole school community should feel so proud. :)
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STAFFING                                                                                                                                                                                               
This year we are delighted to welcome new and returning staff. Our new staff members are: Tayla Mathewson (Prep); 
Simone Romero (Year 2); Jade Heaton (Year 3); Barb Dewsnap (Integration Aide). We are also delighted to welcome back 
Shanna Wyman from Family Leave. We are very excited about what each of these Staff members will bring to our
Strathaird team.
 
COMMUNITY READING PARENT TRAINING
Would you like to assist with Reading in your child’s classroom?
If you would like to help with Reading in your child’s classroom from 8.50 – 9.05 a.m. we would really love to see you. To 
do that, you must complete the Community Reading Parent Training. If you completed the training last year, you don’t need 
to do it again this year.  
The program will be held on Wednesday 14 February (Session 1) and Friday 16 February (Session 2) in the BER 
Building from 9.10 to 10.00 a.m. Parents only need to attend one of these sessions. Information has been sent out on Sentral 
with a link to book in. Please remember to come and sign in at the Office first. 

PARENT –TEACHER INTERVIEWS
We are looking forward to Parent-Teacher Interviews next week. Parents are strongly encouraged
to book an interview time with their child’s teacher for Tuesday 13 February between 3:30pm. and 7:30pm, or
Wednesday 14 February between 3:30 and 5:00pm.

Parents need to book Interviews using Sentral. If you need help booking Interviews, please contact the School Office.

Interviews at this time of the year give parents an opportunity to inform teachers of any relevant background information 
which may be of assistance in developing class programs for your child. Background information may include your child’s 
strengths and qualities, areas of concern, learning needs, homework expectations and how parents can assist learning.

PANCAKE DAY                                                                                                                                                                                                           
The school will be holding a special Pancake Day on Monday 4th March.  This is a free event. This special treat for our 
students has been organised by the School with the help of some parent volunteers. Students will have a choice of a plain 
pancake, or lemon and sugar, jam or maple syrup topping.

Watch out for the Free Pancake Day Information coming home soon.  
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TERM 1 2024 - DATES TO REMEMBER

Don't forget your Hat
From Friday the 1st of September don't 
forget to wear your hat every day.

We are a sunsmart School.

5th 6th 7th 8th
Grip Leadership 
Forms due - selected 
Students
Prep and new 
Student photos (for 
school use)

9th
JNR Assembly

12th
Grip Leadership 
Excursion Student 
Leaders

13th
PT Interviews
 3.30pm - 7.30pm

14th
PT Interviews                     
3.30pm - 5.00pm
Bookclub Due
Community Reading 
Training 9.10am

15th
Gr 6 Camp Forms 
Due

16th
SNR Assembly
Community 
Reading Training 
9.10am

19th
School Council 
nominations close 
4pm 

20th
2nd Hand Uniform Stall
Gr 6 Camp Info Night 
5pm

21st 22nd 23rd
JNR Assembly

26th 27th
School Council 
Meeting 6.30pm

28th 29th 1st March
District Swimming
SNR Assembly

4th
Pancake Day

5th
Grade 6 Camp

6th
Grade 6 Camp

7th
Grade 6 Camp

8th
No assembly

11th
Labour Day Public 
Holiday

12th 13th
Naplan Gr 3 & 5

14th
Naplan Gr 3 & 5

15th
Naplan Gr 3 & 5
SNR Assembly

18th
Naplan Gr 3 & 5

19th
School Council @ 
6.30pm

20th
Naplan Gr 3 & 5

21st
Naplan Gr 3 & 5

22nd
Naplan Gr 3 & 5
JNR Assembly
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Sport



      Welcome back to 2024. This year Mrs Gilligan continues on 
as the Junior (Prep-2) Physical Education teacher with Mr 

Wood the Senior (3-6) Physical Education Teacher. 
Please make sure children have drink bottles on their PE 
lesson and sports days. It is really important children stay 
hydrated especially in the warmer months. Children will be 
asked to bring a drink bottle to PE classes so that they can 

drink when needed which also limits distractions to the lesson 
as the drink bottle is easily accessible. 

It helps us also if jumpers are named so that if they are left in 
the gym they can be easily returned to their owner.    
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    INTERSCHOOL SWIMMING TEAM 

 Our District interschool swimming competition is scheduled on March 1st. 
Mr Wood has spoken to children in Grades 3-6 about the requirements 
needed to compete at this competition. Children who swim at a high level 
or squad and felt confident with swimming competitively, can come and 
receive a form in which we require parents or swim teachers to time them 
swimming 50 metres in the required stroke.  If this form can be completed 
by February 12th and returned to Mr Wood he will then organise events 
and teams for the children. This is a competition against other schools so 
children need to be:

●Able to show correct swimming technique in either Freestyle, Backstroke, 
Breaststroke or Butterfly

●Swim 50 metres confidently 
●Be confident in deep water
●Have a fast swimming speed 

** if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to ask Mr Wood or 
Mrs Gilligan or often the child’s  swim teacher can give you advice 
on your child’s suitability.  

Sport
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SUSTAINABILITY NEWS

RUBBISH FREE LUNCHES
Welcome to Sustainability in 2024!
A reminder to all families that we are a rubbish free 
lunch school. We ask all families to pack rubbish 
free lunches. This can be best achieved by packing 
lots of nude food like fruit and vegetables and 
home cooked using containers and bento boxes to 
avoid the use of cling wrap and plastic packaging..
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CHANGES TO OUR WASTE SYSTEMS
This year we continue to ask children to take any 
rubbish they bring to school with them. We will also 
be sending home any juice or milk drink boxes that 
children bring to school. You can collect these and 
take them to the Container Deposit Scheme and get 
10 cents per drink package. We will be putting in 
place a central location for collecting canteen drink 
bottles for recycling in the council blue bins but 
students can also take these home to recycle for 10 
cents. 

10C



introducing… The 
Container Deposit 

Scheme
The Victorian Government has put in a new 
strategy to reward people financially for recycling 
and to reduce littering of recyclable items. Each 
bottle or container earns 10 cents. Accepted items 
include drink boxes (straw and straw holder 
remove), plastic, metal and glass drink containers.
Our nearest centre for this recycling system is in 
the Casey Central Car park at the Coles end.
There is also one at Berwick Springs Hotel in the 
car park off Greaves Road. 

9
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2024 CSEF Applications 

Do you have a healthcare card?

Have you applied for the 2024 instalment?
 

 

· Each eligible child will receive $150 credit to be used towards Camps, Sports and Excursions.

· Any unused credit will roll over to the following year or follow the child to the next 

school/secondary school.

· The card holder needs to complete an application form at the office and a photocopy of the card 

will need to be taken or emailed to the school strathaird.ps@education.vic.gov.au

·  Child only cards are not eligible for CSEF.

· To apply for Term 1 your card needs to be valid on 29/1/2024

· If you have a Prep child OR you are new to our school, you will need to complete a brand new 

application at our school listing all students in the family.

· Families who applied in 2023 and have no changes to their circumstances do not need to reapply
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Uniforms
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Reading at home with young Readers
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Child safety and wellbeing at Strathaird Primary School 
information for families and the school community

The Victorian Government has announced new Child Safe Standards to further strengthen child safety 
across organisations, including schools. The new standards recognise the critical importance of families 
and the broader school community in maintaining and promoting child safety and wellbeing.

Strathaird Primary school has reviewed and updated our child safety policies and procedures to ensure 
they meet the requirements of the new standards. These are available to view on the school website on: 
www.strathairdps.vic.edu.au

We are committed to continuous improvement in our approach to child safety and wellbeing and 
welcome feedback from families and members of our school community on ways we can further 
strengthen our child safety policies, procedures and practices.

If you have any suggestions, comments or questions, please contact                                                                                      

 Julie Kennedy                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Strathaird Primary School Principal

 

Library / Child Safety 

Library News

The library will be open for 
children to borrow before 
school and after school.

Before school 
8:30am-8:50am

After school 
3:15pm-3:30pm

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fccyp.vic.gov.au%2Fnews%2Fnew-child-safe-standards-start-in-victoria-on-1-july-2022-to-better-protect-children%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSharon.McMahon%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cde2731d6aef14c2586cf08da54982117%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637915309609491363%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wahVZgYOUGNLLXxz23Isg%2FRYGGxB43GpiUhTrjzK394%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.strathairdps.vic.edu.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSharon.McMahon%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cde2731d6aef14c2586cf08da54982117%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637915309609491363%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a9uver%2FVd%2F0eZR9Xa9cql0Z3V5UXAcwVDYJdYvMz9jI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.strathairdps.vic.edu.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSharon.McMahon%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cde2731d6aef14c2586cf08da54982117%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637915309609491363%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a9uver%2FVd%2F0eZR9Xa9cql0Z3V5UXAcwVDYJdYvMz9jI%3D&reserved=0
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From the Admin
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Are your details up to date?

Have you changed your home address, mobile numbers or work details?

Do you have a new parent email address?

Do you need to change your emergency contact details?

If you answered yes to any of the above questions, please email the school office 
strathaird.ps@education.vic.gov.au and we will update the information on file. 

School Bags and school hats for sale at the 
office

We have a limited number of school bags available for sale at 
the office. 
School bags are $40 each and are navy blue with a 3 colour 
printed school logo on them. 

We have two different sized navy slouch hats for sale at the 
office. Hats are $9 and have an adjustable toggle at the back. 

To purchase, please visit the office with cash or EFTPos OR 
on the QKR App. Order on the QKR App before 5pm for 
collection the next business day. 

*Please note that any hats purchased after 5pm will take 2 
business days to be ready for collection from the office. 

2024 Student Stationery
Information about the 2024 Student Stationery was sent home with students last  year. 
Copies of each year level’s information can be found on our school website:

https://www.strathairdps.vic.edu.au/parent-information/payment-notifications/

Thank you to all of the families who have made contributions towards our 2024 Curriculum 

Consumables. Contributions can be made any time throughout the year and we appreciate your 

support with this. 

mailto:stathaird.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.strathairdps.vic.edu.au/parent-information/payment-notifications/


Sentral for Parents App
The Sentral for Parents app allows families to:

▪ view academic reports

▪ explain past and upcoming student absences

▪ view calendar events

▪ book parent/teacher interviews

▪ receive sick bay notifications

▪ view school newsletters

as well as receive real-time notifications and messages from the 
school

 

Instructions for accessing the Sentral for Parent App

1. Download the 'Sentral for Parents' app. Depending on your device, 
visit either the Apple App Store, or the Google Play Store.

2. Search for Strathaird Primary School. Tap Next.

3. Sign in using your Sentral username (your registered email address) 
and password (that you created when Registering). Tap Log In.

4. You are now ready to start using the app. 

 If you have never registered on Sentral:

1.Click register here to register a new account. It will ask you to create 
a user name and password. Enter your email address as your 
username and create your own password. You will receive a 
verification email which MUST be verified in order to continue.

2. Once verified, log back into the app and use the access key 
provided by the school to link to your child’s details. The access key 
will be created for you once your child is attending.

 For a quick overview on how to access the Parent Portal, please 
watch this short video. 
https://vimeo.com/sentraleducation/review/431752138/968dcb15a8

 If you have questions about using the app, or need some extra help 
then please browse the list of FAQs at 
https://info.sentral.com.au/new-app-getting-started or contact us for 
assistance.            
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https://info.sentral.com.au/new-app-getting-started


17

Important Parent Resources

Attendance
Please ensure your children are at school 
on time. Students should be at their class 
by 8.50am ready to begin class by 9am.

If your child is absent, please notify the 
school through the Parent Portal on 

Sentral or call the admin on 9705 3800.
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Our Vision Statement and Mission

VISION STATEMENT AND MISSION

To empower students to strive for personal achievement, embrace challenges and develop 
the skills and values that enable them to become lifelong learners and engaged responsible 
citizens in an ever changing global society.
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